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Deposition of silicon carbide-nickel chromium nanocomposite on zirconium
substrate using plasma focus device

H. Anousha'", Sh. Goudarzi?, M. Esmaeilpour’, D. Rostamifard®, A. Nasiri’
13 Department of Physics, Faculty of Basic Sciences, Shahid Madani University of Azerbaijan, Tabriz,
Iran
245Plasma and Fusion Research Institute, Nuclear Science and Technology Research Institute, Tehran,
Iran
Abstract:

The reaction between zirconium and water at high temperatures is accompanied by the release
of large amounts of hydrogen gas. One of the available solution to prevent or reduce the possibility
of hydrogen corrosion in severe accidents is to cover zirconium (Zr) with a thin film of silicon
carbide-nickel chromium (SiC-NiCr) with a much lower oxidation rate. In this study, deposition
of SiC-NiCr film was carried out by Mather type plasma focus on Zr substrate in H, gas
environment. The synthesized coating was investigated in terms of structure and surface
characteristics with X-ray diffraction (XRD), Field emission scanning electron microscope
(FESEM) and atomic force microscopy (AFM). XRD results show the growth of Ni2Si, SisOs,
NizOs, Cr204, NisCrsOs6 nanoparticles at the angles of 35.03°, 31.32° 57.97°, 37.07°, 36.88°,
70.21°, respectively. Substrate Zr with Ni, C and O, create compounds Nisg Zrzs, Zr4Cs and ZrsOsg
at angles of 64.27°, 32.5% and 35.3°, respectively. According to the FESEM images, the average
size of nanoparticles is 58.2 nm. AFM images show an average surface roughness of 81.75 nm.
Keywords: Zirconium, silicon carbide-nickel chromium, plasma focus, X-ray

diffraction spectrometer, field emission scanning electron microscope




Ol ) Glazwn o (il (&S yoagh 5 S
i g ol 0 g5 L0

Ve ol

dodio .Y

S255 pln 55 Saglio 5 culio slSotiul (ols> o8 ) 55 i e g o 4 po:dsS 5 lasl]
@l g l5 Yoy alyly D wsss oo ooliin] glains e gw sl 4olS adgs gl woaissS S e o e

sladle sl Lulys o sl [¥las ail sgae 5 pel 0,8kee b olocs g dnwgs 4 e [Y] ] alice
5l b Wl o LOCA x4 Ifolons &, (LOCA) coss’ Sz molo (ol s 51 & g0 50 Wlgs o o gun
g g0 00l S mole S g e (o JLid alS 4 oie 4 all adsl caiiS B s il Al
Slo,S 50,8 O3TL S o iiSeny (A <0 C 51 5YL) YU slos yo ol Jbu LZE i slacdde o5 LK
axwgd Gl ol 3l 6 S el sla ol 5l (S digd oo (SauS g ol ST el 3l )5 STy Jds 4 SLa
Ni- Ni-SIC o> S5 205908 50 Glaidig o) )Ken 5 pile jpate s 2als | la,gST, o solatul
IS5 ol b aslin jo u55melS sla g 50,8 ags (oSl 6, g, 5l eolal b 1, Ni-SiC-Cr .Cr
a5 5 bals iVl e 5535850 5 (i S 5L 5 i Jolo 1, vl & Cuaslie 5 iy ol
SP lowdls olfiws Lawgs S5Sdw 4 55 S5 (59, |, SIC slaayy o], Ken 5 Klg aisls iulj8l SuusTy,
WY 125 89y 2 1y yieg S VO Caslied b B 501 SIC (sla gy ool Kan g g 515 LA aisls 0 yaw £45 Y- kJ
SIC-NICr o 3500l5 5l (5 )islos olgs (cunyp a0 allia opl [A] W0 ,5 50 DC (g 50K0 3hgasS g, 40 ZF

Sl o0 ZE Y 55 55, » S35 Slowsdly olKiws Jawgs oals ool yilig

o lojl plamil b9 g olge ¥
6)‘:355745“:) e 855 6395[5 6Lo.~.:)b LS )‘ oalaiw! L..s SlC'Nle LswaM:y ‘(51’)'?‘3 ax)las U‘Jl 0
\ ‘5:545 6@)&; oLilmb LA aéLﬁlm‘ d.g.y)i)' u‘j—h; LE) YemMM x Y-mmM x Ymm éL:.g‘ L.) Zr RESR W)
M‘J.Jl.ﬁ L) yva IJ.f U)L> ASJL) g_ia 6‘)‘0 (U‘)"‘ 6‘4..“‘._6 oslas 9 LM)L: ad..imbj).) o ).LMA)MTPF-
as Sg2 admm Jj_‘a 9 yamm ).laﬁ L) (s™R A.:T Js).a.i” s.i; JAL\A oKws LJ‘JI [\ ’]Mm‘ 'Y kV (& ))L..u
Gele Sy ool oot ablol VEOMM glis)l 5 VoMM Llas L olaS o oy WIS 09,080 VY Lo
5.&..:.0[5 u}S*‘L"“” dLﬁ)és.J &.A..»S)J )‘ A.'\" (\) JS.«» S| OQ)S ‘..\.> A-mm aLQJ)‘ LJ ‘) L.mé5)_~1]‘ ‘wf).u
oKiws )‘ solazw! LJ 'ujf 'K 9 A Ve M.».J)J 4 kS")? Cnind Lg o o 4/4 f}l} L$ JLJ 9 r:s)f
eSilae Calses by 0o b g oS 1,me SIC-NICK jidg .o axsle (SPS) (ldd > slewdy S ,ii;

b Glas Y (ols Ve olaws b ZE digas 00 S (59, 40« yhieg,Sae VP

1}(}&.&;

= M sic-Nicr §
--ﬂ--"--—‘- ) : ' Ll n”'
- g &l s &




M%ﬁemb cdb.@.j ‘db—i‘
Ve slosianV

»)9“‘50 4.:.1.7;’ )}3’ \ »"ﬂ)L&_é G 6)135) G .la.w}s aS O«.'s)‘d )‘)_9 s albass J.>‘d ledjj».i” AL gox0 JS
Sds5'9) a7 3l At byl e Sl 0 B alade 3)ls 6,5 51 Glare ar (59,008 5 G
domey ) A5 (S alid s ol o s 5s zge UKD S se ool SgilS slandly olKtws 4 e
@ bgye ol @ie JLw (1) IS8 098 00 Cd @sSghon] G g 390 0ud b0 g5 (SedsSs)
i wiagy bl e sl 3 LSS s olml Sile iie S 4 was e ol |, Hy I8 L S0 i)l aulss

g g sleS VY 5Ly 5 55 Y SLad GialesT o e (ghe) 55 sl

-#/ Lt s

.I dl-dt s
—¥iF
Yir

(=dgales) jldy
1

i
=YY
-FIF -
T olaj T ailig S YNV
54 e
T T T T T
¥ . ¥ ¥ 7 A

(wsiti-F) e
L.Si‘“'sﬁ'fj) Az UL")> &.......A JL..i......J .Y J&.J:

T g a5l 59,58l g8 e YU 5Ly SO ol a8 Canl &g o P8 Gl olKiws 8, Slas 0920
Slail aulisib Voo Sley o3l j0 Gale mhuw (55, S aSIl adsy SO O ol j0 g 098 o0 Jlesd
S5kl 095 cmblize glae S ol ol 00d 0 JuSis Gale zhaw g5, b, AY S g widl
Sl Y IXB (69w a0 Ao e ol ST 506 el B 1y by saY @S ol oad sl
O @Bge ol 50 090 o0 B> g 6,5 lawdly bl cely () A caiS o 00,8 Wl Sei o
Sleig xS s 2395 o0 Oy S Sl andl g ygn o9 ,a Sl (65,50 5 D13 adgi Lo JuSiid glewsdly
ol g 00 SIC-NICr plgasS el cawl SIC-NICKH Lusm 51 a5 wT L 0,95 0 51 50 oo ades
3B 4 S i @i g 45 Gl JWo @ 03gs0ee 5B 51l 50) 6,5 5B L (Bhaas sl
Y55 Gy o WS alazd (0 o adel plewdly G dliwg 4y 5 0uld 05uigs (994 oo colawl (551
gty oS gl ;T a3 51 Jglaie sla by, b colKiws J31o apnas 51 o8 Z6 4Y 5 WAL oo Cangd
o U gl oo Sas 0,5 len b, 5l oolanwl b e 5 00l jued Hhaiie Ol 5 gl (JSIIL

D98 oSt ZT aigas g3, 50 Blo Sls

(XRD) e dsol gz cionbs s b3 1.V

2 CrgNi Si olie XRD ily 7)b 4 azg b aws oo lis |, SIC-NICr gy (uSol ansl cads (V) JS
‘Cr\cOA ‘Si;On— ‘Cr\—Of ‘Ner; ‘SI\COA 6[.%..\49..; J.Aiw.s 9 u)...m.f\ Lu U’“‘S‘j aQ J.vl.o.a SiC-NiCr u..S).s




Q\ﬁlé\wdi»&\}ﬁmj

g;‘:“‘e‘f ..\:,@_.;: AK.:.J]J cdb.@.j ‘db—i‘

VE+ Y slosienl V
aY 53 Zr a5l VYN0 AN E0 aVIEN 0 EARD VY0 aYAYE g YYITNC 6Ll ,s s s 4 NigCrO,,
QS oo ol YOO g YY/A% SE/YYO Llgs ,o cui i |, ZreO, g Z1eCy Nis. Zry, olus 5 O¢ s C Ni' L
S8 Jlws lyd 8y .ol oo Niy Si g Cry jolic 4 bgsye 55 XRD cils o YOO 5 $A/£0° sLls;
o3l 5l 25l (Sadong cnl bl e 3l 3y b e Sy (Sadoge wited (egl ¥eo b )+ o3g00)
D9b g0 Guetd )y bl b S350

KA
B cos6

M

axil zo Jsb A STy asy 8 FWHM |5 (Lol e s Sy oyt B oly053b o5l Lansgia L calasl, ol 4o
3ol Silie o3l XRD cils (slaools 5 1 alasl, 31 ooliiasl b el /8 ol 52516 K 4 (V/0F A%) S|

3000 |:|
o0, -Cr
S0, X Zng
23007 anNio,  {F NigZn
X Tion0, ok Mo
2000 H . + 8,0, O NLroy,
= O cro,
&S
= 1500
4
-
1000 "
L
500 4 - . O
W s ¢
0 -
—T—7T T T T T T T 1
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90
20 {am ;3]

(FESEM) (s (539 5501 95y ySopo 1.V

I8 s 0550 (FESEM) lare JouS cg) (39,8l 98y ;oo 5l oaliinsl b gy ly3930 (655158 590
—slay S a4 adg Dldgl aes e lid ZF &Y 5 s, |, SIC-NICK o (55058,00 F S .28 8
g 05 oo oSl Y ST iz b <SG sloppmmcslay a0 (gl ST Sl il ay) oS e oy slo sy
Y g oad oold (e Y o cenlitl 4l SO cwl (S sy > cpl j0 aisd s JeoSS pli e

(F JS5) o 00 pesd il FY/F iidigy 1355l Jawgie ojlusl gl JuSis

! Stranski-Krastanov growth


https://scholar.google.com/scholar?q=stranski-krastanov+growth&hl=fa&as_sdt=0&as_vis=1&oi=scholart

O ) (s Lo il 2S poags 5 S

;;:*':-G-f ..\:.@..;u AK.:...HJ cQ]J.@_: ‘d\){.‘

Ve ol

D2 =70.70am

‘ D3=37.19nm

& \D4 = 44.88 nmi

D1=97.61 nm

SUM AN 150 Y W 1557 reen §
View Swb 127 pem Dwt X S8 e
M MAG 100 b Datedmuidys W12

SICNICr by (e JeuS (cag) (97580 098y Soo igeas b S

(EDX) oSSl azisl 65991 SaisSTy b ¥.¥

Sl anl 65, LSSy ciab & JSS t ealital EDX 5JUT 5 wigas soims S yolic plulis gl
YU Sad b S S b S sallas oo o ylas GG sles 1o ZF (g9, (Fig Suoy0 ol e 4y 1) SIC-NICK ziigy
L SIC & Lgyye SIC-NICK o5 5 )0 AlgasS jate (n i 9doe ovalin C (sl Koo Sy o 9 2T s

Sl 7¥+ 590> 0 SIC-NICr oS 5 ;o Ni 4y Cr (5l guuS s .ol 7.0F 090> a3l 39

1400 bil

s sl 5L

SIC-NICT gy ool antl (555 LSS, chnks .0 b
(AFM) o031 (59 3 raSwg ySro F.¥

Sa by (l )0 09h os odlitul (pulel il Slo 50 (el (6908 295y Sl iged s (6 25 6 S o3l sl
gl 5 Do O g WS (o0 e ) e whaw VM I a8 Sgi jlad 5 YU 390> Job & 525 (59
S5 03lail 015 e 03lail 1) HalilS Bzl lye sl IKaT G 5 ool [eliblS Blmul b ol o3 el diges
A g 5n 99 pglal F JSS 05le o e Al b ) gl (Bl S 5155 poal ags el ) sLils Bl
@ axgi b g lid AV x AIYY M slal o 1) mdaw (BT 565 s Jloged o pad 4y ¢ jidigy Ol )96 (g0n



Ol Glan o 3l &5 rags 9 S
i g ol 0 g5 L0

Ve ol

(SR A y1 gucdd

Potynomial fit 895nm

Polynomial it 632nm

1 T
Topography range

358nm  Polynomial @ 337nm
T ]
Topography range

: Oym x* 8.7um -
SiC'NiCr Ws.) Ls.o.l'l ‘55).:5 u9g~u9).ia.ﬁ )g'jlaa.s .; Ji*’u
& 55 s ¥

&9y 52 SIC-NICr zig i slp Jo5skS ¥ 6551 b joe g5 G55 (sloawodly olKiws 5 ¢ oy addllas ol jo
YU S JE> b olabewsdl o S 2SIl audss obisS (ylej e Judo 4 PF olSitws o onl oo oslisiul Z1 &Y 535

S oo w8 ) gy ey Ol A5 55 oo 58 VL 5 JB oyre so Wl a0 0sdoe wg
YL 5l e (Lo F2/0 alols 1o g Wl jemme b Sl a3 )0 Hho dygly Cow Bl Ve slaws L SIC-NICT g 5il
0 o/ sbls; ,o 1, NisCreOys LCryO¢ NirO; SisO, NiySi ol,346 wisy XRD gl i glas Y ol
solizul b SIC-NICr gy 0 olydgil Sl o3lasl.aums so (yLis Vo /Y VO FEIAAY Y/ YO BY/AV0 5 ¥Y/YY
S (Sab 0 5 o9 Wilgy so ol )dgib o5lal ,o B ol el yiogilb 0/Y (FESEM  pglaas g 0 alal, 5|
Sl )0 Dlpss 5 b pallBliogee 957y 5l (80 4l sla el )ly o SagS Sl pss (26,55, 1,0 XRD

Ale fogili MIYO AFM ;505 ) 425 L (Ra) ghaw (eiks (625 il (Jlo S

PV RN

1. Z. Duan, H. Yang, Y. Satoh, K. Murakami, and et al, Current status of materials development
of nuclear fuel cladding tubes for light water reactors, Nucl. Eng. 316:131-150, (2017).

2. M. Hirano, T. Yonomoto, M. Ishigaki, N. Watanabe, and et al, Research activities on nuclear
reactor physics and thermal-hydraulics in Japan after Fukushima Daiichi accident, J. Nucl. Sci.
Technol. 49, 1-17, (2012).

3. F. Goldner, USDOE Office of Nuclear Energ. Washington, DC, USA, (2012).

4. E. Kashkarov, B. Afornu, D. Sidelev, M. Krinitcyn, V. Gouws and A. Lider, Recent Advances
in Protective Coatings for Accident Tolerant Zr-Based Fuel Cladding, Coatings. 11(5):557,
(2021), DOI:10.3390/coatings11050557

5. K. A. Terrani, S. J. Zinkle, L. L. Snead, Advanced oxidation-resistant iron-based alloys for
LWR fuel cladding, J. Nucl. Mater. 448, 420435, (2014).



https://www.researchgate.net/journal/Coatings-2079-6412
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/coatings11050557

Q\ﬁlé\wdi»&\}ﬁmj

g;‘:“‘e‘f ..\:@..;: AK.:.J]J cdb.@_: ‘db—i‘

Ve ol

6. Ch. Tang, M. Stueber, H. J. Seifert, and M. Steinbrueck, Protective coatings on zirconium-
based alloys as accident-tolerant fuel (ATF) claddings, Corrosion reviews. 35(3), 141-165,
(2017).

7. B. Maier, H. Yeom, G. Johnson, T. Dabney, and et al, Development of Cold Spray Coatings
for Accident Tolerant Fuel Cladding in Light Water Reactors, JOM. 70, 198-202, (2018).

8. M. Masoudi, M. Hashim, H. M. Kamari, and M. S. Salit, Fabrication and characterization of
Ni—SiC—Cr nanocomposite coatings, Appl Nanosci. 3, 357-362, (2013).

9. E. B. Kashkarov, S. M. Syrtanov, L. Tatyana, and et al, Hydrogen Sorption Kinetics of SiC-
Coated Zr-1Nb Alloy, Coatings. 9 (1), 31, (2019), doi.org/10.3390/coatings9010031

Ko gSJ ) L}L’)? day uS).‘> K:A-CJM R 46)....4:) QSLC s.)).é LSA.:.MJ) u,oy)‘.) ‘kS“)'a" o)’.n.?).s.o‘ doso LY e
(INPErsian) () YaY) (FY-Ya Glowis AY o Lo e gt (5555 ¢ pole Ao Js35kS VY 55,51 SgilS (slowsdly


https://doi.org/10.3390/coatings9010031
https://sid.ir/fa/journal/AdvanceWriter.aspx?str=%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%85%DB%8C%20%D9%81%D8%B1%D8%AF%20%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B1%DB%8C%D9%88%D8%B4
https://sid.ir/fa/journal/AdvanceWriter.aspx?str=%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%85%DB%8C%20%D9%81%D8%B1%D8%AF%20%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B1%DB%8C%D9%88%D8%B4
https://sid.ir/fa/journal/AdvanceWriter.aspx?str=%D9%86%D8%B5%DB%8C%D8%B1%DB%8C%20%D8%B9%D9%84%DB%8C
https://sid.ir/fa/journal/AdvanceWriter.aspx?str=%D9%86%D8%B5%DB%8C%D8%B1%DB%8C%20%D8%B9%D9%84%DB%8C

