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Investigation of thermal neutrons reflection properties for mono-
material and bi-material reflectors

Azimkhani, Sara®; Zolfagharpour, Farhad®; Ziaie, Farhood?

! University of Mohaghegh Ardabili, Faculty of Sciences, Department of Physics
Z Nuclear Science & Technology Research Institute, Radiation Application Research School

Abstract:

In this paper, thermal neutrons reflection properties have been investigated for different layers of mono-
material and bi-material reflectors. Albedo coefficients of water, graphite, polyethylene, lead and their
binary combinations have been extracted from the neutron diffusion equation and obtained results have
been compared with experimental results. 2*!Am-Be neutron source (5.2 Ci) and BF3 detector have been
used to measure the experimental albedo coefficients. The maximum value of albedo coefficient is
obtained for polyethylene reflector with 8 cm saturation thickness. Reflector performance is improved by
using the bi-material reflectors on the condition the albedo coefficient for the second material is higher
than the albedo coefficient for the first material.

Key words: Neutron current, Diffusion equation, Albedo coefficient, Thermal neutron, Reflector

PRV

24th Iranian Nuclear Conference 12-11Feb 2018 University of Isfahan 1




v 7
A1 ’/J wm:/;,

LOMWY U,y sy

Ol ol sl o o 355 o asin sl o o b OUSL b b 03 550 03l S oL
05535 Sl Ol [N] ol sl @ 63505 bl 55 Ol 4 e dulisl 51 s sla0s 55
5 Gme 3l (LT (S 55 Gl 53 Sl 555 (5 A0 e Sk sa LT s
23 e P b ek SO 6, SHLSG [EY] il a5 5 e 5 STy Sl 5 6 i
Laod o3 Sl estinad o] )05 oas 5l ome 55 G555 5L Olgn Jial3dl 5 W0 555 513 51 6,8 sk
e e 53 L esle SO Sl Cool [ 5580 Sl g a8 el Lay T
DS 5 4 05555 ik gt o [V] e (1510555 Sl phaie e (IS 5 (Sas]
S Sl SIS e sl 58 S MITA] 2ol (Ko GhlasT ks Lol 2 5 03k esle
G0 o s s (6l (g3 Slllas 5 [A] il 0l aiiloes ooy i 51 eslizad b sl e
Lol 55 ol al i OIS cal s ol 4 S el losle 53 slaedalisl 3 Sol > sla0s 5 s
Sl 5 edd alows 055 Sy dalae 88 5 5o b Gl 5 Ol e w318 sl Ul
Slas o3l Sl et oSt Sl sla0s 5 Sl romen (ool sdal s @ IS gl Pl
5 oseedlS O3l BFy sl KT THAMEBe g 5 s dedor Sl eslizad b il L 5 OF o e il S
Sy adslae 1 ol s bedel s sl ul o 5 S o s 4 Ol eSS
a0 po3 osle 3l s slacualbis ol 0555 6l ull jslte ol old alie 055 5

il 0 gy (glosle 53 0L ilises LS 5 (6T 5 L i 5 e Ll gl ool

S1LNE-T)
D] ol s aaly Gl 0555 Sio Wblas w ar 5 L Sl slaos s ol oyl
ﬁ _ Jout ()
Jin
0575 ol .ol o dlisl 4 65,8 b F 5 din 5 0dolsk 31 s 2 a5 5 Jout adaly ol 5o
e s a5 bl S & 38 ol amio S

ﬁ . 1—% coth(%’)
- 1+% coth{%’)

(Y)

O éb ol amtn Gl (V) aaly ad al=e (V) daly Gb Gl slasaubh i

L;j,\,ﬂg'm‘wlﬁtﬁ ssd el X =a ;3 e 0558 5l Lplbx=a yx =0 Olbis
o kl5k slal Comdly 53 oS Sh 50 53 e o fLA 4 oS Glalalins s Co s SOl Glals S s

24th Iranian Nuclear Conference 12-11Feb 2018 University of Isfahan 2




v 7
A1 ’/J wm:/;,

DY QWU?’)—QL}}’LV}Y

a1, () ‘da_gbgF(%) GUQ;;w\)l{JﬁJJWQ.xS&&WW«_x:a).sjo:ﬁsj.xm

:ﬁh‘bjs@}m'ﬁj QJ}.\.&
1-2P r() cotn(®)

= \
ﬁ L F(g') coth(L ( )
Zﬁ‘bbﬁ%ﬂﬁj&)}ﬁ@b F(%)@M'GU‘(Y')U@\)‘)Q

F& :ale_a2%+a3 t)

o @l L) aaly o5l sheslinal 5550 o0l a3 582 @1 glacslb polis el ol 5o
e 25 Etl el b gl Al e s w lesls plnil oS o Siabasl Sl eel s
Sl S nl 3 @ IS w1y el b nl Ol 0 3l5n plaS (51 35 sl sem 5T 13 s
O osle sl 358 e o h lesle 53 sdulish 6y s anle 1 Wl esle a6l 8 5 @2 @
dslas ) eslazad L Lilods Céljx:b)x:a Slmis o ol gy s X =a 53X = 0 Sl
a3k sl ol a0 55 @l edulisl dame 53 50 3 SWE 5 0L (Sowsm 5 0558 i

:.Lﬂga Cewd & ) Sy ger 4o Slosle g2

2D,
8, = Jour _ VLT G(L) - )
- - _27
27 gm 1-Red %
J-\.ITL;" Cowd “ J-‘) LSLAA\LJ‘) L;...b A2 jAl j.isl.fu A.E.vb L)'l‘ B
Ay Dy L, sinh[ )srn.h[L ) — Dy Ly cosh(= b+a) cosh[L )

- = - b+a —b+a (-\>

A, Dy L, smh( )cosh(L ) — Dy Ly cosh(—_—)sinh (L )

: b+
Ay Dy L, sm.h[ )srn.h(L ) — Dy Ly cosh(— a) cosh[L ) W)
Ag Dle(smhz [Ll) - coshz(Llj)

ol S 55 55 e 4 oS el glosle 52 0 A3l 4 bgs e el U G(%) «(0) aasl, 5o
GO = ble_bzg + b3 )
iyl o s ls el 251 S esle a6l b s b2 by slacul slie 35 el cnl s

O3l YV V. Jlesl 35 L BFy sl KaT @0/Y Ci axypuST L™ AM-Be acir 51 om0 Siolesl o
Sl Sl ol ediSuS GLal 4 Sl Sy S5 eiies Odews 31 S sk Sl 030038
o2 M Jgb Ll s Ol e S Glae bl a5l edd LS slals 55 038
S ol cib o3 (51 NTMCA il 5 s MCA bl S ol cilis glaculins 5 Y+ oM
2 ol s 8 S5l S eIl gy e eslizal (s Sy aales S eslizul L5k slaos 5
ST 0sls 13 L SL,Kal w955 ol sbas s cib il .ol sl eals 0Lz (V) K2

24th Iranian Nuclear Conference 12-11Feb 2018 University of Isfahan 3




v 7
uﬂ/!gl;‘/;‘fy’c/‘/wﬁ&f,

Sle-F ‘o;&m?b-atwa/f’ -

e ———

cbo...ip; )‘ Jmﬁl?- L;LAQ‘}JJ)A JLZ U Uin) Cewl ol 6}:§AJ|J¢‘ Lha.)..qU)L: “ .Joyja C,.:.x}}a BE BF.
out) el 0 < BFy 5Ly KET Jaw 55 0030 cilises glaculins 5 Sl 5 o "WAM- Be

(Glosle 53 0 dulisl w as 5 Silesl o Ko .()) I

@L’b
() JS2 53 a3l b ey glosle S5 a3l & by o 5ol sla0s 55 o5l l
B &)L«.& L;LAJM J’.’.) @.7- L’ S el L;’j’;" @b LE L_j—’f ;J\.Sb.g W Lles osls QL"MJ
G by glaoled Llodel s w0 (V) aaly 5l oslinad b 5 BFy L1801 L gl il
Soss 3 J.,al;— @Lﬁ @ .]aﬁja B ul"" ) Lledd i (00 'S slaJlls) u-:-’li slJlls s L&
o3l OLES (V) Jsdr @3 s @2 @1 ol islie . Wledd sl (V) adaly Gb oS Codl O3 5 5 i
wEode e a5 B s Us S5 i o8 S s s e il 4 g L il

3 o odalive Nl (65385 5 o2 B o oS SlaCulis 3 el w3l eslizal

11f

10 -

11111

09}

xxxxxxxx

08}
07F

@ osf
05F

Polyethylene
04}

sl e Water

o2l + Graphite
0lr A Lead

ool L e
0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20

a(cm)

24th Iranian Nuclear Conference 12-11Feb 2018 University of Isfahan 4



v 7
A1 ’/J wm:/;,

LOMWY U,y sy

Slosle ST o3l sl p e dulish Cutlies Sl so0s 58 sl s (Y) IS

Slosle SO ek (gl (8) dolas ol oo (V) Jsd>

as az ai osls
Y/\£OA Y/VVoo VA ol 3
V/Ere \/A0A —V/YVaY o
VT v/00s Y844 ol
+/\ev +/ovY Y/YYVY okl L

o Ol Olge i 5 Al SRl ol Gos S8 oled s dulisl [ pam 53 (V) IS5 Gillas
o )t CM 5T CM Y CM A CM pLsl glacalbins b o 5 <l S ool il b bgs e o 5
5 o lliil b i y glosle 53 sl 4 b Sl sl0s S T sl s AL
et 3 oS axdls &S5 Sl Pl b s sl esle (glesle g3 s a3l L3 ileid esls 0L (F) IS
alie losless slasdulizh oo b ol odd BB OT 4 ps osle 51 il slacabis
(0) abaly b 3 0555 St 6555 ) Jeol adl ol ol oty losle ST glastili L

Aol esls OLES (V) Jgdr 53 (0) alasly 55 eslanal 5,50 D3 502 D1 glacol olis . Lledls acls

1.0 1.0}
5 s
0.9 e = = [k -
0.8 0.8]
0.7 0.7]
06 ool 5 o Water
.| Y .
==X P Graphite
olyethylene
& o5 Water v Polyethylene 05 ety 2 Lead
04 Graphite 04
03 2 Lead 0.3]
0.2 0.2
0.1 0.1]
00 01 2 3 4 5 6 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 o 01 2 3 456 7 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
a(cm) b (cm) a(cm) b (cm)
1.0 1.0
0.9 _ 0.9
08 ;;:;;;;; 08
1 e 0.7
0.6 0.6 4
@ 0.5 @ 05 E
!
o v Polyethylene o « ! v Polyethylene
Graphite o Water £ Lead i a Water
03 4 Lead 03 : Graphite
02 02 !
i
01 01 i
!
0CO 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 OCO12345678910111213141516171919
a(cm) b (cm) a(cm) b (cm)

24th Iranian Nuclear Conference 12-11Feb 2018 University of Isfahan 5




v 7
A1 ’/J wm:/;,

O Y\VYY

1Bty

L;Z?;Lc .6\0:‘.» 92 onUJL LS‘J-.’ a.)\,..su)b Sl (i v_?‘)‘);- 6L“dﬁfy 6}.,\.:.31 ;.,.3\],2 (\w) L}ﬁ.ﬁ

Slosbe 95 0a0b50 (gl 5 (A) dsles ol o (Y) Jsds

bs b2 b1 oals
+/AAYO JAOE s §/+ WY ol §— o
-Y/\eto Y/\Ade Y\ otV Sl L — o
AT YV O /0440 o — ol
Y/A Y/o0Ve AVARIR Jl— el 8
V/6A44 V/4V¥y -Y/rayy ol L — sl S
V/Yary Y/EAVY VAYY o — el S
ARTN Y/EAY VATV ol =
<AV P/AOLY V/ean) sl b —
V/Evye VALYV —V/EEYY VR
eV —+/8VA —+/reNo ol = Sl b
g/ AR /YT el S — sl b
ATV —+/8arV —§/vag o — S

1§ S o 5 Loy
by 3l (Ko el esle SLS 5w ol 055 sl e (s Lyl 5
Js o Gl il sis eas S5l a0 58 CUOL Olgee 5o 0 dilisk esle LS 5 sdads <o
£ T) el Syt ST s Ll O 5 (S & el O3ads dos 55 VL
Rl oS A e GRIBl S sl sl o s pas esle 0353 L () JSCa L Gl (/0
b et Sl I 4Kl a3l gl sle 51 2 s esle USG5 b
a OASIh 65 oo 03 s Al Il sl oo O 5 e ol w4 0T 055381 L el 5
55 sl osle Olsie 4 ksl L 3l eslizal ¢

oalaral LS\aJLa 9 OJ\.\JU)L' BE d)‘ osle Q‘}.J« QO “Sg};")}"p BE) .L.ZLsL;u wl...a 6‘5)[.0‘53 O..LQUJL'

\JJLJ Jubw u.u‘f\ jJ\.J‘ \_,.’fp .3).«4 AJLLMA‘ r)b OJLA Q‘}.&

= ol S = T lesle s LS 5 55 s sdalie 5T o Rl Ol il 25
ole DS 5 cnl 3 Sl s a3 ped sdalie sl b 53 (6 3 e — S 5
sk = o Glosle 53 DS 5 55 5T oo SRl Olse w31y 550l U5 o b 52
A e Dl e 5 S = e QUL - e T S Gl - S

EIPRT P S FCH ¥ NPURCH N g IR INCIN /AR VA BPMA VRS WAL 77X WA 77N BVARVAARWATAY:

24th Iranian Nuclear Conference 12-11Feb 2018 University of Isfahan 6



v 7
A1 ’/J cj‘/(fn&{ i

e LWMQ}_—A,_&;/W)Y

Jolee 3 J&\?— C{L'b) S @L’b e S L;;Uaj Llea WLJ losle g3 oJ.qU)b st.: LSIJ\J}
Sl s sl Ol mls Al s 4 Sl s ol s Gl 0558 e
ol esdhe (glesle 53 sl 5l eslanal ajls Ko sl Culbs ¢85 e ol sbisss

Aol S3e 50 0558 ol s Sl js WIS e 0355 SAubsl Ol

8-‘,0
[1] Reuss, P. Neutron Physics. EDP Sciences, France. 2008.
[2] Csikai, J., Buczko, C.M. The concept of the reflection cross section of thermal neutrons,
Applied Radiation and Isotopes. 50, 487-490. 1999.
[3] Mirza, S.M., Tufail, M., Liagat, M.R. Thermal neutron albedo and diffusion parameter
measurements for monolithic and geometric voided reflectors. Radiation Measurements. 41, 89-
94. 2006.
[4] Kovaltchouk, V.D., Andrews, H.R., Clifford, E.T.H., Faust, AA., Ing, H., McFee, J.E. A
neutron Albedo system with time rejection for landmine and IED detection, Nuclear Instruments
and Methods in Physics Research A. 652, 84-89. 2011.
[5] Hussein, E.M.A. Handbook on Radiation Probing Gauging, Imaging and Analysis. Volume
I1, Application and Design, 440. 2004.
[6] Cacuci, D.G. Handbook of Nuclear Engineering. Volume 2, Reactor Design, Springer
Science, 3574. 2010.
[7] Dawahra, S., Khattab, K., Saba, G. Study the effects of different reflector types on the
neutronic parameters of the 10 MW MTR reactor using the MCNP4C code. Annals of Nuclear
Energy. 85, 1115-1118. 2015.
[8] Akaho, E.H.K., Jonah, S.A., Dagadu, C.P.K., Maakuu, B.T., Adu, P.S., Amin-Sampong, S.,
Kyere, A.W.K. Geometrical effects on thermal neutron reflection of hydrogenous moderators
using 2*Am- Be source. Applied Radiation and Isotopes. 55, 175-179. 2001.
[9] Brockhoff, R.C., Shuitis, J.K. A new approximation for the neutron albedo. Nuclear Science
and Engineering, 155, 1-17. 2007.

24th Iranian Nuclear Conference 12-11Feb 2018 University of Isfahan 7




