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Performance evaluation of radiation portal monitor NSTRI-RPM-2020-1 for
moving radiation sources

Mojtaba Askari'*, Javad Kochakpour!?, Ali Taheri!, Seyed Abolfazl Hosseini?

1. Radiation Applications Research School, Nuclear Science and Technology Research Institute, P.O.BOX: 14155-1339, Tehran, Iran
2. Nuclear Engineering, Department of Energy Engineering, Sharif University of Technology, P.O.BOX: 8639-11365, Tehran, Iran.

Abstract

Each year, the IAEA reports the theft, loss or failure to control radioactive material in some countries. Given the dangers
of ionizing radiation and carrying out terrorist operations using the radiation source, the need to protect people against such
terrorist acts is fully felt. Therefore, radiation portal monitors have been deployed at sensitive place and borders to prevent
the illegal transport of radioactive material.In this study, the performance of the NSTRI-RPM-2020-1 radiation portal
monitor for moving lab-scale radiation sources is investigated. The system consists of two large-sized plastic scintillator
detectors with 4 PMTs. This evaluation has been performed for ®Co radiation source with activity of 1.09 and 4.9
microcurie and *¥’Cs radiation source with activity 7 microcurie with uniform velocities of 0.15, 0.31 and 0.43 m/s. The
results shown that the built system has the ability to detect the moving lab-scale radiation sources.

Keywords: Radiation Portal Monitors, high-dimensional plastic scintillation, gamma radiation, Moving
radiation sources

Email: moasgari@aeoi.org.ir



A b
R " s 5 o
R Ol 9 Slaiwd il a5

(&30) i (oo ,8 olRasls 1A wawl VF I

doddlo .
Syge b aAle )l g g e (29,5 5 (595,9 (Nlse slool, )o Glatus Slge jga> aiS Gln (B0 Kialy Gt 055,
ol Wge la dciia 5l eolitul b st 59,5 Sldee plxil g 5lsg slags p 5l (oob Slilas a0 amgs b [V V] o5 oo 1,3 ool
Sl 5l oolainl pgs) 0,90 10 XSS () e .[VA‘].;,;L o ool DL g 59,5 Dleladl pu> Dl s ol 8l cblas g3 gy
ey i il oogll 4 0B (60l 50 g i (lulid BB il Ll b sldsy slagi g a5 conl al gy il 50 (o
Slan 5 o 45 jhilan 5 ALtl (glasie Cuodle 4o o a3l al SKae Slye ol ALbl o (650 b (gigSae abbaie 5y ;|
5 505 S5y 5 0lso b ol yed YUl 4t 5wiST L olgo ol 51 oilalsd ¢ [FoF] il o] (oail (53,50 lledl ey (udl5] (655 8l
plesl ol pl sgaiio 4y b 5 2lS (slacaa lsie 4) dlse ol Gaas b (s 3959 (ol 05 5548 3 )lg blawl Yol 5 i3l
L golatdl glay o 5 ollus Joxio |) 585 (laigned 4 (o Glas)lom 5 Slals 53,5l )l » odle wilgs o (H9aS 4
aled 6230l ol
0l oo 3 0 lge Jols egas [9iS a4 551 g30l,  Sogll 09,5 Jloim] aolie

2555 (599,9 @obe Sl oogll (38 Sladgr oy @

135S (639,59 ool jlasld yal Slo)ly @

3Yg8 Sloxils )1 s 4 ,9iS mslio 4y 5iSTg0l) Slge 4 ool Sladgi 09,9 @
3 rgas & g n Slge S92 g Sz 5L ldd hlug 3l j950 9 j50e (wy3b Sl oS wien Sl (250 sla Kl
2555 5l a azgi b [0] 0055 oo 18 ooliil )50 (5550 glg 1o (S5l S5 5 5 Woje 5 Sl (29,5 5 5999 50l
3575 ol Dlas 5 Slocsls g o 51 5251501, Slge 9,5 59559 5SS oo 5 S50 @lg )0 (T UrS g Sl &
oy (o0 B4 (65950 0ul ol bl jo ol wilele yix
ol S g 1y5aS Ji g Joo lacslo s 5l hone plan )3 (slatuas Slge 39,5 b g9,5 5l Conilen jolaie &l p3¥ (nl o
Rl Gl s (81550 Kl Gl pecs (2550 Sl Sosll S S bapas (i se 5l (S 0sd (b bag]
ol plaxil Hlaz 5o (20 Ktk slo i 9550 )0 ook Dlidiod (535 b 5 diled Sezrge (225,955 5 (59,8 i slo Joe
ol ) 55T (05 18 o 1,3 ool 3590 (B j0 Sl loppincs ;8 a5 olojlo KT ol plosl lidios 4 axg5 b [F-A el
e [V e AJaiil 5 5l (oS polie (g5, K0T ol cmslie (2350 b axil oo NaAI(TI) 5 Soidly 55 olal jo oy 55msm
D]l ouis plosl (015 p0 Rty Sl 9, 2 S5l oty Sl lapn )55l 59y 2 Slalllas a5 S3loloz s
NSTRI-RPM-2020-1 Jowo 25,0 Kol Gish cnl o oY los Juilinl b o8 0 slo Kol cole Vb cownl 4y L
@l.:))‘ C,S).> JL> ) GQ&HLO)T @.5....5‘ L G;Laaw 6‘):’ el 00l aisLo 9 g;'>|).b Slaws 09"‘9 9 ,ajl.c oli;l‘..das‘},; ) as
A aeles w1l T s aslsl jo aS s §

SLETITR

szl i (ol 05 o0 00l (RPMY) o5 sla Sl 51 ¥ gana wooly ple b g adis oy 5l ansSTol, o llas ol
S5850 JoSa8 Y o L Sdly (g Sl S

slal g e b () jgmge oole SO lal a5 conl &Sjgo cpl A gmgn slajle IKOT Sl oolaiul b a8, Kol (o5le KT sl
4 PMT) (5,55 0aisS 1255 0o sy 42 00 0l Gully oo ST (o0 0l ind )95 gl ol gy Clpo b S

!Radiation Portal Monitoring



A b
R " s 5 o
R Ol 9 Slaiwd il a5

(&30) i (oo ,8 olRasls 1A wawl VF I

S 4 5l 4 A 5 (535 0 05,5 & UMbl el 5 4525 sl Loy ST (29 VYT 08 o gt 5 boas (S0l b2
5048 Glailin] jlre a5l s (80,0 JuKs Ll 5l o o850 la Kol 10 0gd o e aibl) g osimd jloie g
Al ples b jlade S5 wad 00 (peedt crabs die) o 4y az gy ]

Golesl Glagul jo o5 (Sogl 5 ol slas lailbil Glell b callae sl NSTRI-RPM-2020-1 Jow o5 Sl
(LXWXH) bl b PVT?) gl Jang (b Stadl (yjpmgm Lo, K0T g0 5 a8 canl oad asle 5 (>hb (Susglssl,
5 ) sl e sllas oS Cughi i 9 00l Cogll dis e sladgile PMT? sue ez ol o & (VY/OLID) 0+ X0X0-CM
axg g abl>l ol YCM L Lo KT &b o ey s bled ools als a0 iored Cawl 0ald aSle g b Y
50 )ih) @)b )‘ w‘ ol od.vl.my 555""""'5'” Ymm l.u 6)Lu)liuj pw L Ja.\m )5.» QM) ‘bu\.c u\.é‘.‘> )b LQ)L..J)&MJ] (5'5)4"3)
el oo das olSiws 4o TS > ankis lo g lgie 4 Sigul I g sae

Oscilloscope

Ultrasonic Sensorl

Ultrasonic Sensor2

' ' : |
+ @____ i = _-'.‘ -
Oscilloscope

---

NSTRI-RPM-2020-1 ;5 o] g 250! ol yos 4y (63l ST pimmps pl,Sho sy ) S

2 Polyvinyl toluene
3 Photomultiplier
4 Occupancy Sensor



A y
R Qe § s
R Ol 9l Slawd il a5

(&30) i (oo ,8 olRasls 1A wawl VF I

NSTRI-RPM-2020-1 _al5 o Sl 5 oles ¥ US55
3 )5 6l 1y il KT s 90 Gy dlold oulas 5 Slasl> < LB NSTRI-RPM-2020-1 a5 0 Kol coonl SS 4 p3Y
Zelylo 1y ool ple bg (29)955) Shaive
S i Rl Blie 5 650 lrdniiz S5, S g 58S et Sl & 4z g b bagges] plail sl S0 ()b )
Bl Slwly )0 a5 atiie S b ladelir (05050 S5 S )0 by 5 eadlion olRwd S8 (a3 (onlal sla 535
ol oo sl VS gillas (gl o Lasl>
5559550 ¥ 4551 L TS 5 (6,555,500 11+ 5 I (sloay5oST L 000 gy ool 5o oolitd 5,90 (alRiylejl sloanior
EY 5 YY) 11D iy gl oo b g ond lsms s 535 2 GlulSbT o 5l syt | alols 18) yaskiie Crabe o 45 il o
LS g0 50 ¥ S Gollae Kol 5l 5l il 2

‘.
S melaS 59350 ol yem 4 )

SiabesT alol plSin o NSTRI-RPM-2020-1 g3luly 5 51  Saslas ¥ S

gei sl lagygeil (saem sl 1) SLuS Ll Glot b wlaxd 5 3 casein 5 Sl Cundg 50 Jol e ples )0 Gialejl onl Oligas sles
f



B

A./o’mlﬁ»

IR

R
Coaali ¢ G
Ol 9l Slawd il a5

(&30) i (oo ,8 olRasls 1A wawl VF I

Gl paiges Sloy loosl jo 1) S ijleds fuizen s PMT 2 5l ouis 6)3]@? Gl leds conds (g3lwosly 38l g,

0CO o> glp 0 +MSEC (5,15 peigei yloj LPMT Ll 51 JS 3 Les

3000

2000 -

Count

1500 <

1000 -

|| —— eocoi4.9uci)_s0omsec J/\
%0.31 mk’\‘_
VAV TN

Time(sec)

25

ey g FIAUCH 45551 L 0CO o8 > Laseis O JSs

1200 4

1100

Count

800

700

wl Y JIA Sl sk 4o /¥ AMIs

1000 +

— bac kground 500msec

—— B0Ca(1 Dgpcl} 500msec \[\/\/ \/\/\‘

\ v=0.15 m/s

a 5 10 15 20

Time(sec)

25

e yos 9 V- AHCT 439551 L O0CO 5 > s Y Ko

asb VA JINVY Sl 03k 4o -/ 0mUs

@Lu UR9 u.»l)o ls u\.‘b‘P L)«».’LN ).s) ul?uu‘ 3,90
el odls ool LIS VY B F S jo (6,50 alis C«S,wlgl‘WCS 5

2600

LU | p— background_500msec ."\/-\’/\
—— 60C0(4.9)ci)_500msec

2200 4 I Ao

2000 /\/ \

1800 4 /J \,\

v=0.15m/s \

= /
2 1600
(8]
1400 I
A, j\/\b
1200 |
1000
a0 | V\I\NW
600 -
0 5 10 15 20 25
Time(sec)

SNOM/S e s g F/AUCT 45351 L O0CO oS > museis ¥ JSis
asbYe VY Slejyosl yo

2600

a\
2400 1| —— background_500msec
— 60Co(4.9yci)_500msec

2000 Lo

)

1600

1400 1 \/ e

1200

Count

v=0.43 m/sv\/'\fv\

1000

800

600

T T T
0 5 10 15 20 25

Time(sec)

JEYM/S S s g FIAUCT a.351 L O0CO oS > Lauseias £ S

asb Ve JNY gl esl jo



Count

A 3
R Gpuaddls g o
R Ol 91 sldd il Jai5

(&30) i (oo ,8 olRasls 1A wawl VF I

1300

Count

1300
1200 4| —— 60Co{1.09yci)_500mses \ 1200 1| — sooun 09y/ci)_500mses
1100 - /\/\ 1100 -
E A\
1000 4 3 1000
/\I\ﬁ/\ =0.43 m/s § [\/f\/\/\/\ v=0.31m/s
900 900
800 - 800 -
700 T . . 700 T . .
0 5 10 15 20 25 0 5 10 15 20 25
Time(sec) Time(sec)
e yos 9 V- ACT 39551 L O0CO 5 > sty A 5o ey g V- APCT 453511 80CO o8 1o msits A JSCo
asb V7 ‘;l 'Y ‘:Jl.o)' o3k 4o <[fYm/s asb VA L_,,Jl V'YW L_,,Jl.a)' o3k 4o <IYym/s
1150 1300
1 — —— background_S00
o — g | | ]| — B ‘
1050 -
e‘f\ N 1100
1000 - |/ -
= “ g
o0 4 [\/ \} v=0.31 m/s 3 1000 4
900 ia 200
850 -
800 4
800
700 .
750 : il 5 10 15 20 25
0 5 10 15 20 25 Timetse)
Time(sec)

50 < NOMIS ey g ¥ ay9.351 L 1B7CS S > ausess ) - 5o
aSBYA JNY Slejesl

e yos gYHCT ai g STLICS 8 1o et V) JSi

asb VY JIA Slej ol o +/YYM/S

1200
—— background_500msec \
—— 137Cs(Tuci)_500msec
1100
1000 4 /-\ Vo .
= \=0.43 mlﬁj / .
3 [ :
G900 4 /
800
700 T
0 5 10 15 20 25
Time(sec)

SEYM/S S s GYHCH 4350551 L BB7CS o8 1o asess NV IS
asbY JY Sbj el yo



o O .
R Ve G
R ol ol Slaid il JaiS

(&30) i (oo ,8 olRasls 1A wawl VF I

BUPRRvES LQQ}A)'T (B yioldl g U ralS Cya 0 (idgh ol o ead plxl oy LngQ}a)'T plod jo aS 0gd S sl o3
) RUSRY sl salate 5 glhae Olgx b sl oals plodl | S & j50 4
NSTRI-RPM-2020-1 2B il wad oo ala>Me VY B F USS )0 (55900 lrdaiin 4y Cod olSiws Fuly 5l a5 jglailen

Sylo 1y oals S ol dei>

S5 axms Y

NSTRI-RPM-2020-1 a5 ,0 Kol djsip olse Jai g Jom 5l 6,56l 0 2850 o Kol o3s ol g Coonl a5 az g5 b
axJlas U"‘ o wl.: C£ L> J)D JL> 3o dbw > & Gwl) ‘_g‘).: Cowl 00y a3l 9 ‘5>‘).b 6‘4.»...& 05"3 9 l°9l‘: Kin 5).3 o FLY

Sy b S > b o etz lp 095 (ids cov Al (b lp olfiws Cgllae Fuly sdiaslis bl s ,5 oLl
Dy dalgs aliole;l anguSTL cols

SIoyad g Sl ¥
5 b GE Cuz 0 48,5 050 Gladules Jds 4 slaies (538 5 psle olRiagh Sl 09 a5 5 ol Glye B
S foice pDlel o35 il Jsb 5o NSTRI-RPM-2020-1 e _alS 5 55k 5L

P P A

1. S. S. Nafee and M. I. Abbas, "A theoretical approach to calibrate radiation portal monitor (RPM) systems," Applied
Radiation and Isotopes, pp. 1474-1477, 2008.

2. L. A. McLay, J. D. Lloyd and E. Niman, "Interdicting nuclear material on cargo containers using knapsack problem
models," Annals of Operations Research, vol. 187, no. 1, pp. 185-205, 2011.

3. K. Guthe, "The Global Nuclear Detection Architecture and the Deterrence of Nuclear Terrorism," Comparative
Strategy, vol. 33, no. 5, pp. 424-450, 2014.

4. R. Coogan, C. Marianno and W. Charlton, "A strategic analysis of stationary radiation portal monitors and mobile
detection systems in border monitoring,” Nuclear Engineering and Technology, 2019.

5. IAEA-TECDOC-1596-CD, Improvement of Technical Measures to Detect and Respond to Illicit Trafficking of
Nuclear and Radioactive Materials, 2008..

6. L. A. McLay, J. D. Lloyd and E. Niman, "Interdicting nuclear material on cargo containers using knapsack problem
models," Annals of Operations Research, vol. 187, no. 1, pp. 185-205, 2011.

7. M. G. Paff, S. D. Clarke and S. A. Pozzi, "Organic liquid scintillation detector shape and volume impact
on radiation portal monitors,” Nuclear Instruments and Methods in Physics Research Section A:
Accelerators, Spectrometers, Detectors and Associated Equipment, 2016.

8. Y. Kim, M. Kim, K. T. Lim, J. Kim and G. Cho, "Inverse Calibration Matrix Algorithm for Radiation Detection Portal
Monitors," Radiation Physics and Chemistry, 2018.

9. D. Stromswold, J. Darkoch, J. Ely, R. Hansen and R. Kouzes, "Field tests of a Nal(T1)-based vehicle portal monitor at
border crossings,"” in IEEE Symposium Conference Record Nuclear Science, Rome, 2004.

10. C. Lee and W.-G. Shin, "Validation of energy-weighted algorithm for radiation portal monitor using plastic
scintillator," Applied Radiation and Isotopes, vol. 107, pp. 160-164, 2016.



y
R e
R Ol 9l Slawd il a5

(&30) i (oo ,8 olRasls 1A wawl VF I

11. T. Grisaand D. Sas, "On the ratio distribution of energy windowing algorithms for radiation portal monitors,” Applied
Radiation and Isotopes, vol. 132, pp. 195-199, 2018.
12. G. F. Knoll, Radiation Detection and Measurement, New York: Wiley, 2010.



